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Find your way to little Teddy. If you hit dead ends.“ 7 
twice, your turn is over. Give the next person a chance, 
‘The person who finds Teddy is the winner ofcourse! ten 
Note : Do not trace with a pencil. Move 
your finger through the maze or use an ‘used up" refill 
of a ball pen 
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GRANDMA WORM 





Dear Grandma, 
Tam a student of elass IX. My 
parents keep telling me that I am old 








enough to acquire eral 
knowledge. 1 am asked to sce sports 
events on TLV. But | um not interested 
in sports. What am 1 to do? 

~ Abhirup $ 








Kolkata 


Dear Abhirup, 

L agree with your parents when 
they say that you are old enough to 
acquire some general knowledge. GK 
iy necessary to be sociable and to be 
able 10 take part in conversations. It 
also builds self confidence. But sports 
is only a part of G.K. Go through a 
news paper every day for a few 
minutes, Condense the important 
events of the day including sports and 
note them in a diary. Read as many 
GK. books as possible. Internet 







browsing wo 
will help but you should not 





waste your time looking up trivial 
matters, Above all, remember that your 
favourite magazine Gokulam has a 
fund of G.K. information, Once you get 
involved, you will have so much of GK. 


The art of 


information at your command that 
your parents will no longer have to 
remind you about it 

Everybody around me says that lam 
<1 good public speaker. have performed 
15 - 16 times but still become nervous 
whenever I am called to speak. 1 get 
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frightened and forget my lines. Please 
help 

- Vineet Vijayan, 

New Delhi 





Dear Vineet, 

Ifyou want to become a good speaker 
‘you have to work hard. First of all you 
‘must understand the subject. Study the 
problem and find out the solution, You 
‘can then write down in your own words 
a speech which will cover both the 
problem and the solution, Go through 
it once or twice. Is it crisp and upto 
the point? Is it interesting? Should you 
add a joke or two which would be 
relevant? Above all, is it clear? Make 


Public 
Speaking 


improvements: rewrite. Read it nwo or 
three times. Stand before a full length 
mirror and watch yourself delivering 
the speech, It need not be verbatim as 
written down, But the salient points 
should not be left out. 





Asspeech which is read, doesn't make 
as much impression, as an extempore 
speech. But notes are okay, Youean make 
short notes of the important points and 
keep the sheet of paper before you in 
order not to forget the sequence. 
Remember, it is only practise which 
‘makes perfection, Indue course, you will 
completely overcome your stage fright. 
Love, 
Grandma worm 


LET US ENJOY} 


May 2003 issue 
comes to you as a 
featuring 

# Riddles © Drama 

# Puzzles © Travel 

# Jokes © Eating out 
+ Games Hobbies 
© Activities Health 

© Crosswords Fashion 


Rush in your contributions to : 
Editor, 
Gokulam, 
Kalki Buildings, 

47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097 
Last Date : 05.04.2003. 
Mention ‘Holiday Special’ on 

the envelope. 


HELLO DOCTOR COLUMN 
‘Your next topic : CARE OF SKIN 


Send in your queries 10 
Dr. G. Ganesan 
C/o Gokulam 
Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097 
Last Date : 20.03.2003. 
Write on postcard only. 
Give details of your name, age, 
class, school and residential 
address. 
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STORY 


A™ now we're on the verge of the 
2003 world cup in South Africa. 
xactly twenty years after India 
achieved the impossible. Can they pull 
it off this time around? Well, quite 
frankly, 1 would say itis unlikely. The 
thing is, India’s strength is in its bat- 
ting, which is on avful form at the 
moment. With the exception of Yuvraj 
singh, no one did well on the tour to 
New Zealand. What we need is to win 
the toss in our first game, against 
Holland, and hope that the batsmen 
find their touch. Our bowling, well, 
they did really well against New 
fealand, but they didn't quite have the 
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killer instinct, Still its the best bowl 
ing we've had fora while 
Srinath are forming a good partner 
ship, and if Nehra can add some con- 
sistency to his obvious talent, that 
frontline looks good. After that, we 
have the spinner, either Harbhajan or 
Kumble. The fifth bowler is the tough- 
ie, and if the wicket is a little slow, 
Sehwag can be utilised to the max. 
Well, let us leave them for a while 





iheerand 











and go down memory lane. 
History of th 
World Cup of Cricket 
Weeall know that the first World Cup 
of cricket was in 1975, but would you 





believe that the first time something 
like this was tried, was way back in 
1912 
born! The only three test playing 


When your parents weren't 





nations back then were England, 
Australia and South Africa. This 


onuuan Jf marc 200s 





“World Cup" was a bit of a flop, and 


‘wasn’ Lattempted 





1975 when the six test playing ni 
England, Australia, New Zealand, 
West Indies, India and Pakistan, 
decided to give the World Cup of 
cricket another chance, 





The venue 


was England, Two new cricketing! 





nations were added - East Africa 


and Sri Lanka. Little did people 


this event 21 years down the fine! 

Australia and West Indies cruised 
into the final, which turned out to be a 
thriller et of 292, 


Australia fell just 17 runs short. This 





Chasing a tar 


made West Indies the champions. 
They won the next World Cup in 
1979 as well powering their way to 


victory, beating England in the final 











No one could stand up to the awesome 
foursome, Joel Gamer, Andy Roberts, 
Colin Croft and Michael Holdin, 

The next world Cup, 1983 [a yes 
that we all know very well] was 
s well. But 
it was not to be. But was India the team 


expected to go their w 


that would stop this irresistible force?| 
Tt.was unbelievable, even ridiculous at 
nd had a 
runners up trophy each in the previous, 
cups, and Pakistan and New Zealand 
had re 


the time, Australia and Eng 
hed the semis. But India was 
nowhere on the cricket 


of 183 in the fi 
In 1987, the venue shifted, for the 


in until, of course, 
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ABHINAV RAMNARAYAN 








from England to the Indian 
sub-continent West Indies 
were not the same team, and they failed 
throt 





even the first stage. The 
sub-continent was in anticipation 


of an India ~ Pakistan final, but it was 





not to be, and traditional rivals England 
and Australia were pitted against 
other in the final. It was a 


“ach 
absolute 
































dens, with Englind 
falling seven runs 
short of lifting the 
Cup! 

The first World 
Cup in Australia, in 
1992, saw one major 
event take place ~the 
cinstatement of 
South Africa. And 
what a come back it 
was for them! They 
reached the semis, 


and lost to England 

















because of a tid 


lous rain rule, which 
caused the umpires to 
reduce the number of 
balls left from 13 to 
1. making it impossi 
ble for them to win. 
tt was. Pakistan's 
Inzamam’s 
> knock in the semi 
nals saw Pakistan 
through. The incom 
parable Imran Khan 
lifted the trophy, with 
Wasim Akram get 





ting the man-of-the-match award, 
The 1996 World Cup in the Indian 
sub continent had its exciting moments, 
Pakistan and India squared off in the 
quarterfinals, and India went through, 
Australia came back from the dead, 
with very good captaincy from Mark 
Taylor, and even better bowling from 
Shane Warne, to go through to the fi 
Lanka were brilliant, They did 
not lose a single match in the tourna- 
‘ment and were well-deserved winners! 
The 1999 World Cup, to be honest, 
had only one saving grace ~ the wo 
matches between Australia and South 
Africa, These two cricketing super- 
powers put up a wonderful show. 
The final was a washout, Australia 
founced Pakistan, quite unlike the 
hriller when the two teams met in 
the preliminary stage. Klusener, 
who was to the 1999 World Cup 
what Jayasuriya was to the 1996 
World Cup, won almost every 
match for South Africa, and he al- 
most won the semi final for them 
as well, but not quite! 
Cricket (there's enough proof at 
that) is an unpredictable game, even 
amore so than soccer, or tennis or any 
other game. The better team doesn't 
always win in cricket, untess there is 
a huge gap between the quality of the 
two sides. Considering this, is it pos- 
sible for India to get through their 
very tough group and make it to the 
super six. t0 the semis. and to the 
grand finals 
jatever be the outcome, the 
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Rowling has revealed only two 
sentences from the fifth book, yet to be 
released, 

“In a hot summary evening when 
nobody would fee! like going outside 
boy called Harry Potter was lying fac 
down on the grass.” (Opening lines) 

®*Sit down Harry. Iam going 
tell you what I should have told yu 
five years ago.” (Dumbledore ‘ 
Harry) 

Other rumours + 

‘© Lupin comes back to teach at 
Hogwarts 

‘@ Fleur Delacour becomes a Potion 
teacher 

















‘@ Krum becomes assistant flying 
teacher 

@ Hermione becomes a prefect 
-Gowthaman, Std.IX, ATHSS, Trichy 





Are Dumbledore and Voldemort 
the same persons? 

At first on reading this statement, the 
heart revolts against it, But there are 
some disturbing facts that cannot be 
ignored, Dumbledore is the only person 
who can defeat Voldemort and instill 
fearin him. Also, thoughts of Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde come to my mind. While 
Voldemort is evil personified, 
Dumbledore is the embodiment of 
goodness. Could it be that Voldemort 
and Dumbledore are two sides of the 
sume coin? I think it is possible. But 
all said and done, 1 would certainly 
prefer this statement to be false. 

+ Ankita Shreeram, Std.VUT, 
Holy Angels HS, Mumbai 














‘There may be internet rumours that 


professor Albus Dumbledore and Lord 
Voldemort are one and the same pe 
son, But | do not believe so, Because, 
if it had been true, then Dumbledore 
could have killed Harry anytime in his 
four years at Hogwarts. Also, in the 
fourth book, Voldemort was in the for~ 
ests of 4 
helped him to rise to power. Whereas, 
Dumbledore was at Hogwarts, 

The rumour is absolute rubbish 
because Dumbledore was the only 
person Voldemort was afraid of. And 
also, it was Albus Dumbledore himself 
who informed Lily and James Potter to 
g0 into hiding as Voldemort was after 
them, 

So, Harry Potter fans, just don’t 
believe this rumour! 

- Vasudha Murlidhar, 
Std, VILL, Jawahar Vidyalaya, 
Chennai 


Ibania when Peter Petigrew 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Dear Readers, 

+ You are most welcome to 
send in your contributions to 
Gokulam either by post or by 
email, However, there is no 
guarantee that it will be pub 
lished, It is also not possible for 
us to tell you when it will be 
published. But, if you require 
your contributions to be sent 
back to you on rejection, then 
you must enclose a self ad: 
dressed, stamped envelope. 

Remember every contribution 
sent by you should give details 
of your - Name, Age, Class, 
Name and address of school, 
Residential address and a 
declaration stating that the 
contribution is your original 
creation (if not, the source 
must be mentioned). 


WISH YOU GOOD LUCK! - Editor 


PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 


You will receive a participa- 
tion certificate from us if your 
contribution is published. At the 
end of the one year period ending| 
June 2003, the person with most 
number of participation certifi 
cates will receive a special prize. 
Collect your certificates and keep 
them carefully. 











I have tead the February issue. | 
was tertibly excited on seeing the 
cover story on Harty Potter. lam grate. 
fulto you for having published such a 
superb cover page and story, Please 
do continue to give us mote informa- 
tion and pictures of Harry Potter 
~ K, Sai Brind 
Hyderaba 








‘Gokulom hos copiured the sprit of 
Harry Potter very well. The cover story was, 


>. 


‘supetd and the personality quz anovel 

dea! The story ‘joy of letter wating wos 

nice, cementing my belief that ernai 
con never replace postal letters. 

~ Ankita Shreeram, 

Mumbai. 


| 1e0d the February issue. It was 
both informative and enjoyable, 
Cover story on Homry Potter, star ren- 
dezvous with Madhavan, puzzles, 
crossword contest... Areal feast for the 
intellect, with lot of variety! 
~ Karishma Anand, 
Chennai 





This moming | received the Febru- 
‘ary issue of Gokulom. | was simply 


‘awestruck on seeing the wonderful 








cover of Harry Potter. 
glanced through the 
pages and, as usual, 
found the entire book 
very Interesting. But 
what really caught 
my mind was the 
crossword contest. | 
tan to fetch my dic 
tionary. 
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Tank you for publsh- 
ing my jokes in the Feb- 
tuaty issue. | showed it to 
all my fiends and this has 
encouraged them to 
send In their articies to 
Gokulam too, 
~ J. Calvin Chris 
Benjamin, 
Chennai. 








=H. Sagar, 
Bangalore. 


Gokulam Is on 
exciting magazine with lots of stories, 
puzzles, jokes, articles and picture sto- 
fies, request the editor fo increase the 
number of pages of Gokulam and 


fi FEAST FOR 


make it fortnightly, 
=N. Viknesh, 
Coimbatore, 


| have jus! come across this sim: 
ply superb magazine, | look foward. 
fo it so much because it fakes me 
back to my teenage years. My son, a 
seven year old picks up the book as 
soon as it artives, | 180d aloud fo him. 
The children who contribute articles 
seem fo be an enthusiastic and tal- 
ented lot. Keep up your good wort. 
= Rani Sumathi, 
Penang, Malaysia. 
We wish Gokulam can give us 
more information about sports. This wil 
encourage us fo perform at National 
level 
~Raga & Sangeeth, 
Bangalore. 


LETTER BOX 











Being In Std Xi this 
year does not give me 
much time to read other 
‘books oF wiite poems which Is one of 
my favourite nobbies. Bull can tell you 
‘one thing, | don't miss reading 
Gokulam, for, when | 18ad i, | fee! 12> 


E INTELLECT! 


laxed ond refreshed. This helps me 
when | getack to my studies, 

~T. Sankamithirai, 

Chennai. 


Gokvlam is creative and educa- 
live. It is our farnily’s ‘favourite’ is 
wonderful fo note the manner in which 
children express their love and atfec- 
tion for the magazine by sending in 
articles, 
~ Anjali & Sridevi, 
Pun 





J Grandma worm Is exteremely 

helpful. Thanks fo her, | am beginning 

fo understand my problems by myself 

‘and | am also able to find a solution 

for them. 

~ B. Janani 
Chennai. 
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Sof ry fs 

ed! In spite 
ofall his best efforts, he 
could not concentrate 
on his studies, Every 
time he opened his 
school books, his 
thoughts circled 
around Raju, Srini- 
vas and Venkat and 
he felt they were 
laughing at him deri- 
sively, He felt deject- 
ed and depressed, 

His mother seeing 
Soory feeling de- 
pressed, tried to con- 
sole him and encour- 
age him. But it was 
of no avail. Finally, 
she approached a 
saintof anearby mutt, 
to seek his blessing: 


ory prostrated be- 

S fore the saint, The saint asked 
him the reason for his coming 

to see him, 

Soory replied. “Swamiji! 1 hate 
Raju, Srinivas and Venkat, {am jeal- 
‘ous and envious of them. I'm not able 
to beat them in the class examinations, 
T want you to bless me, so that I ean 
do better than them, 

‘The saint simply smiled and did 
not utter a word. Soory returned home 
disappointed! He neglected his stud- 
ies even more. This only resulted in 






























NL 


him going further down the grades, 
A family friend who visited Soory 
asked him what had happened. Soory 
narrated all, The friend listened pa- 
tiently and advised "Please meet the 
saint gain and rephrase your request." 
Sooty did. He Went again and sat 
bofore the saint, The suintasked “Child, 
why have you come to see me again?” 
want you to bless me to con- 
centrate on my studies and improve 
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my grades," said Soory. 


he saint smiled and said, “My 
child, when you came to meet 

‘me earlier, you told me that you 
hated your classmates. When you en- 
tertain a feeling of hatred. your 
thoughts will be fully obsessed with 
them, with the effect that the moment 
you open your books, you'll see their 
images and not what is in the book. 








This will be ahindrance and yourcon- 
centration will be hindered 
and hampered, When this 
happens success will al- 
ways clude you. If you 
have confidence in 
yourself to achieve 
‘your goal, you need not 
think of the capabilities 
of others, What is re- 
quired is this confi- 
dence to tackle any 
endeavour, You 

have been a bright 
student before, and 
there is no reason 
why you can’t com- 
“pete with your peers. 
The fact that you have 


Kala ~ come to see me again shows 


your perseverance to achieve 
your goal. You can, and you will, and 
Ibless you.” 

Soory was relieved and happy. 
Free from obsession and envy. his 
concentration improved and his 
grades soared. There was no turning 
back after that! 

= ‘Karthika’ 
N. Sundar Raman, Madurai 
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The children were treated 7 V'll havea 
Kesar-Pista. 





Vil try Honey: 
Almond 





























That was Sudhir, 
the museum 


curator. He has 
studied and 
identified the 
Inspector parcliments left 
Vijay. Yes, Drehind in the 
Mr, Sudhir, tell pool 

‘me. Thal’s 
interesting. 
Sure, we'll put 
that down, 
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The creatures 
‘came for them, 
didn’t they? 

















at's right, They 
were all about 
astronomy. 
Parchments dating 
back to thousands of 
years ago. 
Bhaskaracharya’s 
notes from Surya 
Siddhanta 




















Why did these 
parchments attract 
them 




















Movement 
between planets 





understand this 
better’? 
May be. Let's 
just put that 
down too, 
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“Three 
cheers. tor Kalpana 
Chawla" was the title 
‘iven to this column inthe lat issue. Now 
we shed teas. Little did we expect trag- 
edy to strike at the astronauts during re- 
entry, A defect in the heat shield resulted 
in the space ship burning up while enter- 
ing the earth's atmosphere. It split into 
{wo and we could see on the T.. screen, 
‘two balls of fire making their way to the 
‘surface of the earth, While the death of 
all the astronauts on board is a great set 
back to the scientific world, the loss of 
Kalpana Chawla isa personal tragedy for 
us, NASA will learn by it's costly mistake, 
There will be delays but no let up in the 
‘Space programme, That is how the in- 
domitable spirit of mankind works! 

The U.S. is accusing iraq of disobey- 
ing the United Nation's directive that It 
should dismantle and diffuse all nuclear 
and chemical weapons and installations. 
USS. Secretary of State Collin Powell says 
that though the factories have been dis- 
mantled, they are kept hidden in huge 
containers loaded on to trucks and rail 


“WAR CLOUDS 
OVER IRAQ 


‘wagons, and that the 
factories can start 
functioning again in 
‘no time at all! The 
chief weapons in- 
spector of the UN. 
Blix, says that he has 
‘not been able to ob- 
tain any proof that 
Iraq clearly pos- 
‘sessed weapons of mass destruction. Yet 
U.S. president Bush threatens war against 
iraq. Many Euro- 
pean countries are 
against t and hope 
to bring pressure 
(on president Bush 
through the United Nations. 

“Hindutva has been redetines as 
Bharatiyata” says our Prime Minister, 
‘Hindutva is not linked to any religion. It 
encompasses all sections of society irre- 
‘spective of caste or creed, It |s all about 
‘humanity and no section is to be ignored.” 
Very sane and mature observations in- 
deed, But are the \.H.P,, Bajrang Dal and 
R.SS listening? 








Ail eyes are on Sattankulam in 
Tamilnadu, where there is a straight con- 
test between the AIDMK and Congress in 
a byelection, There is not going to be any 
change of government if the congress. 
wins, but it would be a blow to the ruling 
party and an indication of disapproval by 
the public of its policies and way of gov- 
ernance. Hence the AIDMK is going all 
‘ut to secure a victory, while the oppo: 
tion parties accuse it of misusing gov- 
ernment machinery and using money 
power! 
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TERT AND ILLUSTRATIONS: 
DOGS PRASAD IVER 

































‘WE 006 5 SUPPOSED TO BE MANS BEST FREND.ITISA 
FRIENOSM THAT HAS LASTED FROM PRENISTORKCTMES TO 
[HE PRESENT PEROO. THE 006 FAMLY VERY VAST. ALSO 
INCLUDES OTe 006-LME CREATURES SUCH AS WOLVES AND, 
ORES. INFACT. TS BELEVED THAT MODERN-DAY DOGS HAVE 
[DESCENDED FROM WOLFAIE ANCESTORS AND INE DIFFER. 
‘EiCES BETWEEN DOMESTICATED 00GS ANO THEIR WLDER 
‘COUSINS ARE VERY SUGHT DEED. THE DOMESTICATED DOG 
‘BREEDS ARE ONIDED WTO SIKGROUPS. 





























OUNOS ARE PRINCIPALLY MUNTING DOGS AND THEY 
HAVE ACCOMPANED MEN ON HUNTING EXPEDITIONS 
GIT FROM THE DAWN OF COLZATION 


{He SALUN Ss PERNAPS THE OLDES 


‘DOMESTICATED DOGS AND TWAS USED BY ARAB HUNTERS 


TOWUNT DEER ANO ANTELOPE TS 


TTRENGTH AND STAMINA THE PHARKOM HOUND WAS, 
[BRED BY THE ANCENT EGYPTIANS AND THER SCULPTURES, 


DATING BACK TO 4000 BC. OFTEN 
DEPICT THI DOG. 
{HE AFGHAN HOUNDS 


‘ABOUT 70CMS AT THE 


[ANOTHER ANCENT BREED. 
fis ATALL DOG STANONG 


T KNOWN SREED OF 


aMeD FOR TS 














3. AvASTERED BE WNLEDFORENEAD A 
=> MHTEYCORED Ta is 
f <§)ieonrooe ne woo 
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eee - 






Eo 


or 


RUSSIA. ACCOMPANIED 


WE oRzONS AN ELEGANT 
OG THATS NATWETO. 
RUSSIAN NOBLEMEN ON THEIR 













) 
unr teams { 
? 
Ti cremoura ore ean wovriowo's 
ioeNT ane ATA Tales 0G ameeD eon, 
SttrceR op ab conseseo spay MONS ABOU EWE A 
Toe THE ase HE oa a SHOULOER. THs LARGE DOG 
Greviovwomcno CAEN Auer snnncs To 
ISPOPULAR IN MANY. it . 
a i 
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‘THE ENGLISH FoXHOUNO USED 
‘BY MOUNTED RIDERS IW ENGLAND 
‘TO MUNT FOXES AND THE BL000- 
OUND I FAMED FOR TS GENEE 

OF SWELL TiS USED 

By LAVEMEN TO TRACK 

DOWN CRIMINALS 











THE SHORT.LEGGED 

‘BASSET HOUND ORVGNAT. 

EOIN FRANCE AND I USED 
TONUNT SMALL PREY 
SUCH AS HARES. 
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THE TERRIER GROUP —$$— ny 


‘TERREERS ARE ALSO HUNTING DOGS, BUT THEY ARE USED TO 
HUNTING SMALL ANIMALS THAT LIVE UNDERGROUND, SUCH AS, 
RAGRITS, RATS, BADGERS AND OTHER RODENTS. INFACT, THE 
\WORO "TERRIERS DERIVED FROM THE LATIN WORD “TERRA 
WHICH MEANS “GROUND” OR “EARTI™ 
"THE SCOTTISH TERRIER WAS ORIGNALLY BRED N SCOTLAND, 
{TA SMALL 006 WITH SHORT LEGS AND A HAIRY COAT. 

TT MAKES AN AFFECTION: 
ATEPET, 


SED) We rox renmen was 
“> then ro HUNT BOT 
BADGER ANO FOX 


‘AND BULL TERRIERS ARE SO 
CALLED BECAUSE THEY WERE. 
USED THE SPORT OF NULL 
BAITING. 










reawen 





THE AIREDALE TERRIER 
"1S KNOWN AS THE 
"KING OF TERRIERS” 
IT TAKES ITS NAME. 
FROM THE RIVER AIRE 
ENGLAND AND WAS 
‘BRED TO HUNT OTTERS, 

















‘THE GUNDOG GROUP 
Guwoocs ARE USED BY HUNTERS NOT 


SO MUNT, BUT To SEEKOUT PREY AND 
FETCHIT AFTERITHAS BEEN SHOT AND 
wien 

{TE WEWARANER 6 ONE OF THE BEST GUN 
106 BREEDS AVALABLE TO MUNTERS. 
WAS FIRST BRED IN GERMANY AT THE COURT 
CF THE WEIMAR KINGS. 18 AFAIRLY LARGE 
‘AND INTELLIGENT 006 ANO 5 EVEN USED BY 
WNAKY POLICE FORCES ALL OVER THE WORLD. 


THE ENGUSH SETTERS 
‘ANOTHER INTELLIGENT AVO 
RELIABLE GUNOOG. Ir 
‘ALSO MAKES AN EXCELLENT 
er, 










yous serve 


THE COCKER SPANIEL IS ALSO A GOOD 
{GUND0 ANOS USED TO FLUSH OUT 
‘BROS WONG IN BUSHES. WAC, 

ITGETS IS NAME BECAUSE rT WAS 
(OFTEN USED To FLUSH OUT WoODCOCKS, 


~ 








STG WAS A CRUEL SPORT PORTA WOATAIN OC SOD 
WOULD GRAD BULLY THE WOSE TL COUAPSED IT WAS DECLARED LEGAL W 1 
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“THE UTILITY GROUP> 
‘DOGS IN TMS CATEGORY ARE THOSE THAT HAVE NOT 
‘BEEN DEVELOPED FOR ANY SPECIFIC PURPOSE. THEY 
[ARE ONLY INTENDED TO BECOME GOOD ETS, ALTHOUGH 
‘SOME OF THESE BREEDS HAVE WORKING BACKGROUNDS, 
(ONE OF THE MOST PORTANT BREEDS INTHE UTITY 
(GROUP I TWE DALMATIAN, A DOG 
THAT WAS A STATUS SYMBOL mt 
[BRITAIN THE $8" AND 19 
CCENTURES, TF 












































ACCOMPANIED COACH DRIVERS 
OW THEIR LONG TRS AND SOME. 
TES WAS TRANED TO 

‘BEA HUNTING 006, 

‘THE BULLDOG 1s ANOTHER 
(006 THAT GETS TS NAME 
BECAUSE WAS UseD i 
‘TE SPORT OF BULL 
‘ATI, THEY MAKE G00, 
LOYAL PETS, THOUGH THEY 
DO WOT LIVE VERT LONG, 


THE POOOLE HAS TS ORIGIN. IN GERMANY AND IS A POPULAR SHOW 
'D0G WHICH LOOKS QUITE ATTRACTIVE, CSPECIALLY WHEN'S BODY 
AIRS CUTIN THE CHARACTERISTIC SLE 


THe YoY GROUP 


|AS THE NAME SUGGESTS, THE 006 BREEDS IN THs GROUP WAVE BEEN 
‘BRED ONLY TO BE GOOD COMPANIONS AND SHOW PIECES.THE TOY 
‘GROUP O0GS ARE SMALL AND ARE ALSO REFERRED TO AS “LAP OOGS”, 
[ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR O0GS IN THIS GROUP IS THE MOWERAMAN. 
TE LONCHEN ALSO CALLED “THE LION 00G" BECAUSE OF THE WAY 
|S D00¥ HAIR CUT RESEMOLING A UOW'S MANE. THE MALTESE 1S A 
SSMALL00G HAILING FROM MALTA ANO THE ITALIAN GREYHOUND 18 A 
BUATURE GREYHOUND ORIGNALLY 
BRED IN ITALY, THE PUG ORIGINATED 
‘CHINA AND THE CHIMUHUA OF MEXICO, 
18 REPUTED TO BE THE SMALLEST 000, 
INTHE WORLD. 
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TH THE LARGEST CATEGORY OF BREEDS AND THE DOGS OF THS GROUP HAVE 
[ALWAYS ASSISTED HUMAN BEINGS INTHE VARIOUS WALKS OF LIFE. 

THE BEST KNOWN D0G OF THIS GROUP 15 THE THE ODBERMANN WAS BRED 
(GERMAN SHEPHERD OR ALSATIAN = IN GERMANY THE 12 


‘Nene aris PORAR Centar TAK 
ASAGUARO DOG AN0 Hof) ColuscroR waNeD Lous 
NgoasAPee GE RAN WHO WANTED 









{FIERCE 00G TO PROTECT 
HM FROM UNRULY TAX 
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‘THE DOBERMAN 1S 
POPULAR AMONG. 
‘MANY POLICE AND 
‘ARMED FORCES AS 
/AGUARO AND AS A 














TE BOXER I ANOTHER BREED 
POPULAR WITH POLICE FORCES 
-ANDWITH OLIND PEOPLE, 

‘AS AGUIDE 006, 


THE COLLIE HAL FROM SCOTLAND 
(WHERE SERVES ASA SHEEP 000, 
LHEROING AN CONTROLLING LARGE 
EROS OF SHEEP, 














‘AND THE GREAT DAME AVERY TALL, 
joc, WAS ONCE USED To HUNT STAGS 
‘AMO BOARS IN GERMANY, 





FOR HE TTLE OF 
‘THE TALLEST 006 
INTHE WORLD. 
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Story 

nal was trying to convince her 

father into buying her a 

typewriter. Meenal’s hobby of 

writing short stories was taking a 
serious tur. 

“Your handwriting is not that bad, 
There was a time when great writers, 
Father was trying to convince her in his 
usual sophisticated way of handling 
dificult situations, Meenal groaned. 

Nevertheless, a week later, she was in 
for a neat surprise when she saw 
something sleek adoring her room. twas 
‘more than she expected. 

“Just see, dad. You will be happy that 
you gifted ‘Compu’ to me,” she said 
confidently. For, dad had gifted her a 
computer. 


nthe beginning, 
with the 
knowledge that 


she had procured, 
Meenal created a 
word document. She had never learnt 
typing before. The whole affair was a real 
sorry one - her genuine 
enthusiasm to figure out the 
position of the 

alphabets on the 







keyboard, overpowering her ideas, 
thoughts and the words that inked them, 
So it was ‘think’... ‘search the 
keyboard. think again’. After the intial 
mess, she did manage, to type without 
hassles. Ha! Meenal sighed with relief 
‘Victory of man over machine’. 
Nonetheless, ‘Compu’ hada pointto prove! 
Just when she was reaching the 
crucial climax a the end ofthe excitable 
plot, ‘Compu’ decided to end things up 
ona different note. She simply refused 
to respond. No coaxing or cajoling 
helped. 
“You will lose all unsaved 
information” came the only reply. 
Meenal gasped. She had forgotten to 
save the last, the most crucial paragraph 
of the story. So 


that was the end 
of the suspense 
thriller. She 
could never 


write, err. type it 

again. 
Forgive and forget is 
S.. human spirit. Meenal 


MEENAL 


decided to forgive ‘Compu’ 
on ‘humanitarian’ 
grounds. 


herefore, Meenal 
carried on. She had 
written a few stories 


and decided to write a few 
more before she actually 








started sending them out to various 
‘magazines, But before any of her editors 
could even have a peek at her ‘classics’, 
she caught Chintu, her eight year old 
neighbour, engrossed in reading or rather 
‘raiding’ one of her stories with a nasty 
‘rin on his face. So much for allowing 
him to play some computer games! 

Meenal shooed him away, Now she 
had to protect her property against such 
illegal attacks, That was when the concept 
‘of passwords appealed. Meenal scribbled 
on a paper and smiled triumphantly. 

Little did she know that fate willed it 
the other way! 

‘day later when she decided to open 
the folder using her ‘unique alpha- 
‘numeric’ combination, it refused to open, 

“The password is incorrect. Word 
cannot open the document__" 

“Noooooa000". Meena tried in vain 
to search for the bit of paper on which 
she had jotted down the password. 

The document was as good as lost 
and with it was lost a saga of an 
‘impressive’ collection of stories. 


onal became nostalgic calling 
to mind those moments 
when she. in a huff, tore 


sheets of papers and threw them 
into the waste-basket. The moments 
when she scratched words out and 
included situations, Wasn't that 
wonderful? The time when she fet her 
mind wander freely, without any 
encumbrance, not necessarily in the 
house but in the garden or by the side of 
the little lake 

Why was she depriving herself of such 
pleasures? It didn't take her long to 
switch over to her original state of affairs 
Nevertheless, it was an absolute ‘Victory 
‘of man over machine’ 

‘Al said and done, Meenal occasionally 
transfers some of the writings from her 
papers to the machine (‘Compu’) just for 
a printed version of the same. 

Alter all, “The editors want things 
clean and neat. They would not want to 
waste their time making out if i's a'L’ or 
an‘ that the writer wrote!” 

- Pruthvi Vasudev, Hubli, 
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THE SAD STA 


Tr was around six 0 clock one Sun- 
day morning. 1 was lost in thought 
while sipping my cup of coffee, on the 
balcony. I noticed a boy about five or 
six years old with a big 
his back, picking pie 
plastic bags from the roadside and from, 
dustbins, While at his work, he stopped 
short as he chanced to see an, “Aavin’ 


ack slung on 








's of paper anid 










milk He 

looked at it keenly 
\ and found a tittle 
/ bit of milk in it, He 


sachet 





about to pour 
it into his mouth, 
when his 
brother, hardly a 
year old, toddled 
over to him ea- 
gerly, The next in- 
€ stance the boy poured 
se the milk into the 
j2ht of this 
moved me to tears and all T could do at 
that time was to call the boy over and 
give him the loaf of bread I was hav- 
ing for breakfast. This really set me 
think 
and girls wh 
~ Meenakshi 
CHENNAT 


younger 





sipling’s mouth. The si 








but the thousinds of boys 















RUKMINI 
DEVI 





a symbol of beauty 


Anandhi Ramachandran write: 


“My father and F. were siting underacanopy 
of large, tall trees. A circular space had been cleared, 
‘There was a dais undera very big tree, near the trunk. 
People from many nationalities were seated, waiting 
for the curtains to part. The story of Bheeshma was 
going to be staged... 
Twas only seven years old then. I didn’t really un- 
derstand much of the dialogue; but | did realise that 
it was a different kind of drama... a dance drama. 
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* under that ‘one’ tree 


From behind 
misty white screen ap- 
peared a shadow. “Who 
is it?” 1 whispered into J 
my father’s ears. “Ganga 
Devi" my father replied. 

From that very instant, 
I came to associate 
Ganga Devi with 
Rukmini Devi. Rukmini 
Devi became the symbol 
of beauty, purity and 
feminine strength for 
me. 

1 learnt Bharata Natyam at 
Kalakshetra, a premier institution 
located at Chennai, founded by 
Rukmini Devi to revive and pro- 
mote Indian culture and arts and 
crafts. Rukmini Devi was my guru 
in more than one way. She influ- 
enced every aspect of my cultural 
life.” 


the 














Itis probably not 
just Anandhi 


Ramachandran 


who should feel this 
way. Surely thou- 
sands of Rukmini 
Devi’s students 
spread across the 
globe would also 
‘feel the same. 

Today, the na- 
tion celebrates 
Rukmini Devi’s 
centenary year. 
Several events are 
being planned to 
commemorate the hunredth year of 
this most talented personality. 

Let us go back to read what more 
Anandhi has to say about this re- 
markable woman. 









Rukmini Devi was bom in Madurai 
on February 29, in the year 1904. One 
of seven children, Rukmini was a very 
quiet and reserved child, She grew up in 

an atmosphere that 

‘was steeped in good 

values and rich cul- 
ture. Her experi- 
ences as achild in- 
















fluenced every 
step that she sub- 
sequently took to 
jg, realise her vision, 


Is and 
birds even from a very young age. She 
had several kittens and puppies as pets 





" 
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When she was a child. She 
even had an old cow in her 
house. Once, when Rukmini was 
away from home, the cow was sold, 
Rukmini was very upset when she 
‘came to know about it, She insisted 
that the cow be redeemed. Finally, 
the cow was found but before ar- 
rangements could be made for its 
Tease, the cow escaped and ran away 
eryone was surprised when the cow re- 
turned home all by herself, running back 
nearly 15 miles. “I knew she would come 
back to me” suid Rukmini hereyes filled 
with tears of joy 

Much later even at her residence in 
the Theosophical Society in Chennai 
there would always be an animal or bird 
being treated for injury tiny squirrels, 
parrots, kittens, puppies... At breakfast 
time, she always had visitors. One 
cheeky squirrel would sit on her lap and 
take nuts from her hands. It seemed that 
the birds and animals understood her 
love and reciprocated. 

This compassionate nature in her 
made her take up animal welfare work 
When she was appointed as member of 
the Rajya Sabha, she made history by 
speaking from the point of view of ani- 
mals that could not 






































influenced by her childhood 
days. As achild, she was apalled 
by the manner in which children 
were bei 
not leave behind pleasant memories 
for her. In fact, at one point of her 


* Deep involvement in all forms of art 
schooling, she told Dr. Annie Besant that 
she didn’t want to go to school. (Dr. 
Annie Besant was an Englishwoman 
who founded the Theosophical Society. 
She was a great source of inspiration for 
Rukminin Devi) Surprisingly when Dr. 
Besant died, it was Rukmini Devi who 
immediately started a school in Dr. Be~ 
sant’s memory. She, along with her hus- 
band Dr. Arundale, invited Madam Mar- 
ia Montessori to India to establish a new 
kind of education for very young chil- 














speak for them- 
selves, She piloted a 
bill for the ‘preven- 
tion of cruelty toan- 
mals’ in the Parlia- 
ment and later be- 
came the first chair- 
man of the Animal 
Welfare Board 








Tn many ways 
Rukmini Devi was 




















dren. This later paved 
\way for the spread of 
the Montessori sys- 

tem of education all 
over India, 


Raukmini 
Devi hadn't seen 
Bharata Natyam 
until she was 
twenty — three 
years old! Itisas- 
‘onishing to learn 
that she was in- 





* Continuing 


to nurture 


the glorious 
tradition set 
by the guru 


aA 
spired to dance by the great Russian bal 
let dancer, Anna Pavlova. It was Pavlo: 
va who told Rukmini that she should 
learn traditional dancing in India, hier 
‘own country. After that, Rukmini Devi 
had her formal lessons under a great 
teacher, Pandanallur Meenakshi 
Sundaram Pillai. Her deep involvement 
in the art, urged her to start an institu 
tion for reviving and promoting not only 
Bharata Natyam but also several 
other dying forms of art and 
craft. The Kalakshet 
lege of fine arts in Chennai 
was bom out of this urge, in the 
yeur 1936, with just one teacher. 
‘ne student and one tree! 












Rakmini Devi was not 
a Tamil scholar. But, she 
was the director of the 
most important Tamil 
manuscript library 
which has published 
many rare Tamil 
works. She served 
the library and its 
cause throughout 
her life 













Rokmini Devi 
was a perfectionist, 
She did expect disci 
pline from her students 
bbutat the same time gave 
them a lotof freedom with- 
in that discipline. She was specially fond 
of young children. She always spoke (0 
them ina friendly manner and made them 
feel confortable. She commanded high 
respect from the children of the school 
and the artists of the art foundation. Ev- 
ery child and every artiste always did 
their best in tur. 

Today, Kalakshetra and the wo 
schools founded by Rukmini Devi have 
grown both in size and stature. These in- 
stitutions continue to nurture the glorious 
tradition set by her. 

Rukmini Devi lived up to her prin 
ples throughout her life, until her dea 
Art without vulgarity, beauty without 

cruelty and education without tear 
were what she always strived for. 




















Let us pay homage to this 

remarkable woman. Let 
us follow the path she laid 
down. 


Lwish I were Thumbelina 


‘The size of a thumb should be my size, 
My toes, a few grains of tice: 

I should travel on the back of a bee, 
And fly to all pl 































laces I sce. 


My mattress, a few small leaves, 
On it'll sleep without any grief; 
With a piece of cotton under my heud, 
A few wooden pieces to make my bed. 











Tiny ants 1 will observe, 

Strange memories I shall preserve, 
The world of nature will be open to me, 
Every small thing I'll explore with glee 


First of al, the flowers of all types, 
Then numerous fruits raw and ripe 
Birds, animals, insects aplenty 
All seen in Nature’s bounty 





This my life will be unique, 

The environment most scenic 

‘To be Thumbelina is one of my dreams, 
Though some 





1g impossible it seems! 
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Shweta, 
Std.X, 

Apeejay School, 

New Delhi 










THE PRACTICE 
OF HANGING 
CRIMINALS 


Many a time, a mur- 
derer is hanged when his 
crime is proved in the court 


IF | MAY 
ASK. 


of law, But if 1 may ask, is this 
practise justifiable? I know that 
many may not agree with me but 1 
staunchly believe that this practise is 
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‘wrong. 

As students, we lea in Moral Sci 
ence that no human has the right vo take 
another life, God gives life to an indi- 
Vidual, God alone has the right to take 
away the life of that individual. Who 
are we human beings, to kill other hu- 
mans in the name of justice? Even if 
you don’t view it as a spiritual matter, 
practically too, its not right, By killing 
the murderer, is the victim going to get 
back his life? What satisfaction can the 
near ones of the victim get? Their sat- 
isfaction is obtained when the right 
person is proved to be the murderer. 
‘There ends the matter: 

In fact, punishing people itself is an 
arguable act because there again, man 
isnot the one to punish anyone for their 
wrong deeds. God is there t0 do that. 
But to some extent, punishment is nec~ 
essary, because otherwise the society 
‘will collapse, people will go haywire 
and crime rate will increase tremen- 
dously. But fam absolutely against the 
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practise of hanging criminals. The mur- 
derer murders an individual and the 
court hangs the murderer, Both are 
killings, aren’t they’? What's the differ- 
ence? What kind of justice is hanging 

someone, however bad his 





crime 























might be? 


What's the point in following this 
‘gruesome and unjust practise? 

= Ankita Shreeram, Std VIII, 

Holy Angels HS, Mumbai. 


RUTHLESS AND GORY 


That the bigger fish eat the smaller 
fish 1s a natural phenomenon. So is the 
tiger killing a deer for its meal - the 
‘game is over within minutes. There is 
no torture. 


‘Animals Kill other animals (0 con 
sume, When it comes to humans play- 
ing the game of hunting, it seems that 
very often, animals sacrifice them= 
selves for man’s cruelty, 

In many countries animals are cap- 
tured by people and are tortured for the 

rest of theie lives. They are 
made to learn skills and are 
often exploited by man to 
fulfil his greed, They are 
forced to perform so that man 
can earn money. 

Experiments on animals are 

conducted in many developed 
countries for which animals are 
imported from developing 
countries like India. India woke 
up to ban this export as late as in 
1978, 
‘The cruelty did not stop. Mul- 
Linationals began to move their of- 
fices into these developing coun- 
Lries and set up laboratories to con- 
duct their studi 
‘The animals continue to suffer, 
According to many zoologists, the 
animals are drugged, overfed, starved, 
{solated, skinned alive, boiled... even 
tested for effects of radiation - all in 
‘the name of improving human life! 

Let us remember that humans do not 
‘own the entire world, Animals too have 
the right to live! 

= R. Niharika, Std 1X, 
Ryan International School, 
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‘On reaching the outskirts} ishnan never realized 
e, n 


of the village 
created a mar 


Krishnar 
Krishnar that he was being watched, 
Ingo tree. 

















‘Am | dreaming? 
He just 














Vishwam threatened Krishnan and the latter 
had to yield. Krishnan warned Vishwam. 


















































Vishwam's ego and pride did not] [At that very moment, the tree disap- 
permit him to speak the truth. peared. So did Vishwam's power. 
| Nor 
was. 
hard 

















CLUES 
Across : 


1. A break or an 
opening 


6. To interfere or 





meddle with something 


a ” & 

QyZ 

/ Heap emma for collecting ” ro) tf 
- DEES 
ooo 


14, Flowin 





backward 





15. To touch | ° > 
gently and NO at 
ta GY \ =f, 


16, To gambic 


Down: 





2. Dismount 


3, Violent anger | | 


4. To choose or decide 
5, An ability or skill 








8. To wander around 
aimlessly 

11. A young girl 

12. A person who is an 
expert at something 

13. A certain time f- 
period of importance 
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comuuan SBE} wanes 0s 


MYTHOLOGY 


Sahasrakavacha got his name 
Srom the thousand kavachas or 
‘armours he wore on his body one after 
the other, like the one Karna wore, 
Infact, there is a link between 
Sahasrakavacha and Karna, 1 shalt 
tell you how. 


nice upon a time, there lived 
4 terrible asura called 
Sahasrakavacha, This 

asura was highly 
unimaginative, He 
did what all 


the asuras before him did - torture the 
200d and innocent people. 

‘akavacha had got a strange 
boon from Brahma, that his life should 
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lie in the thousand kavachas that he 
‘wore and if any enemy should remove 
the kavachas from him, the asura would 
become defenseless and likely to get 
killed. There was also another boon 
that any enemy who wanted to get one 
kavacha from him will have to fight 
with him for a hundred 
long years, 











Since nobody 
was brave or 
strong enough 
to fight with 













too tired of this artrocious asura, they 
appealed to Vishnu who agreed to help 
them, He came down to earth as two 
men called Nara and Narayana. The 
two inyited Sahasrakavacha to a battle 
and the asura agreed with glee. He was 
sure that he could kill the two puny 


men. 


Jong heady duel began, When 
Nara fought with the asura 
for one hundred years, 
Narayana engaged himself 
in a penance. After one hundred 
years Nara manged to force a kavachat 
off the reluctant asura’s back and went 
off for a penance while Narayana 
fought with the asura for the next 
hundred years. Thus the duel went on 
‘and on until the asura was left with just 
cone kavacha on him. Another battle and 
he would lose the last kavacha and be 
doomed to die. 
Afraid for his life, Sahasrakavacha 





fled to Surya, the Sun god and hid 
behind him. Nara and Narayana 
retured to the heavens, 


Jong time passed. A 

son was born to 

Kunti with the 

blessings of the 

‘Sun God and he was named 

Karna, Much to everybody's 

amazement the baby was born 

‘with a kavacha around him, (Now you 

would have guessed who Kama was 

in his previous birth. He was 

Sahasrakavacha reborn with the 

kavacha he managed to escape with. 

He was born with the same boon that 

nobody could kill him as tong as he 
wore the kavacha!) 

When Kama supported Duryodana 
in the battle of Mahabharata, Indra 
disguised himself as « poor Brahmin 
and asked him to give him money as 
charity. Kara who was born with a 
heart of gold, and would never refuse 
to give charity, had nothing on him at 
that moment except the gold kavacha 
that he wore around him, So he 
removed it and gave it to the Brahmin, 
‘The time had come for him to die! With 
the last kavacha off his shoulders, 
Karna (Sahasrakavacha) went to the 
battle field and was killed by an arrow 
shot at him by Arjuna, who stood on 
his chariot driven by Krishna, ‘They 
Were Nara and Narayana reborn as 
Krishna and Arjuna to kill him, Thus 
did Vishnu keep his promise to the 
gods 














+ Gayathri Krishnan, Erode 
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The mitky way spins through the space 
at a staggering 2.1 million kms/hr! 






people! 





At any given moment 
there are 2000 thunder- 

storms occuring around the 
globe, producing an average of 100 lightning flashes 


. 
per second! ie 
yo 


Besides being the first human in 
space, Yuri Gagarin claimed another 
first. He was the first person to 
actually see the earth's round shape, 
something impossible for a person 
to do except from space! 











Eugenie Clark, a marine scientist 
discovered a milky fluid secreted by a 
fish called the Moses Sole which kept 
sharks away. This fluid could be used 
asa shark repellent cream in future! 















Silk from a spider's web is stronger than steel 
of the same thickness! 





- Abhishek Gopal, Std.VIIl, 
St. John’s Vestry, Trichy 
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MARCHIZO0S 


See, how He sets things 

straight, 

How one day it will 
happen; 

See your dreams 
through reality 

How life will then 

enlightent 





Don't lose that 
PE precious HOPE, 
Ye Ws That precious git 

ne of God; 
‘And see init for yourselt 


Ahi ife, given by th d! 
As difficult as can be; age 13, 
Array of hope can always Sacred Heart Convent School, 
Help you to see, Hubli, 


POET POURRI 


Near the factory lies a city, People always seem so bus) 


Eyer bustling with activity With faces that look ever uneasy. 





Men und women walking on roads, Vans and trucks filled with loads, 
Children jumping like toads, 


Always seem to flood these roads. 










Huge buildings 
Vast open spa 





everywhere, 
es quite rare 





Although you 
have 

‘The city is good in its, 

own way! 
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didn't beat him or fright- 
en him. But...” 


SANDHYA SRIDHAR fees 


Chapter V Amma demanded 


instantly alert 










el 
A Lot of Explaining 
to do... 


“Amma!” ex- 
claimed Eashwar, 
“Nobody did any- ; 
thing to Krishnan, 
He just does every- 
thing to others." 

Amma frowned. 
“Krishnan's moth- 
er was very, very 
upset,” she said, 
still angry, “You 
don't know the 
things she said 
to me! He 
seems to be re- 
ally sick or 
something,” 

Eashwar's 
heart sank, He 
looked at the 
maali, who was 
biting his lips, 
looking worried, 

“Amma,” said the 
maall, "Krishnan was try: 
ing to bully our boy..." 

Amma turned to him ine 
stantly, "Did you do anything to him, 

Maali, I didn’t think...” now. 

“No.amma,” said the maali,ook- “But... he may have seen some- 

ing down, “I didn't do anything... thing that he need not have. 
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‘Amma Has to Know at him. “I think you should know 
who Iam and why lam here,” said 
The maali sighed and looked at the maali, “But you should also know 
Eashwar, who was staring amxiously that I'am telling this only because | 
do not want to lie to you.” 
= Amma looked puzzled. 
~Maali,” she almost whispered, 
the anger gone out of her 
voice, "What is all this?” 
“All this,” replied the 
maali, “Just means that it 
is time for me to go home 
or elsewhere. Amma, can 
you come with me tomy 
humble cottage? 









“T can't believe 
this,” Amma whis- 

} pered 
‘They were sitting in 
the maali’s cottage. 
The old man had just ex- 
plained everything to Amma 
and Eashwar had listened to 
sf } it all once again, fascinated 
‘and just alittle frightened, The 


SaVANT CIT 
WO. WANE 


maali smiled and shook hishead, He 
said nothing, Eashwar suddenly 
asked him, "Can I see you as you 
are?” 

‘Well, you can,” replied the mali, 
“But... not now... later, before | 
leave.” 

“Nobody will believe me if I tell 
them this,” Amma muttered, 

‘The maali turned to her sharply 
“Nobody should know about me or 
my people,” he said urgently, "If 
other humans, humans like scientists 
and others knew, they would try to 
find us and destroy us completely. 
We are peaceful living crea- 
tures!" G 

“Then... what do | tell 
Krishnan's mother?” Amma still 
looked confused and unhappy, 
“Fist, she does need to know of her 
son's bullying... but if Krishnan is 
really unwell or something... what 
do we do?" 

“Leave it to me,” said the mali 
“Just give me a basket of fruit and 1 
shall visit their home as if to deliver 
it to them... Then leave the rest to 
me. 








Visiting Krishnan 


As the maali took the basket of 
fruits and turned to leave, Eashwar 
asked hesitantly, “May I come with 
you? I mean... if have to apologise 
to Krishnan I will do it...” 

“That's good of you,” said 
Amma, who, since her visit to the 
maali's cottage, had been shaking 


















her head and muttering to hersel in 
confusion. "hope this isa dream,” 
she would suddenly say, from time 
to time. 

Now, she suddenly jumped up 
from the chair she was sitting on and 
called out, “Mali, maali! You will 
take good care of Eashwar, won't 
you?” 

‘The maali nodded, smiled reas- 
suringly and went out of the gate, 
with Eashwar at his heels. As they 
walked down the road, the maali 
said, "See, that's the problem with 
adults, What they don't understand, 
they are frightened of, Were you 
frightened when I told you who 1 
was?” 

“1 was a little frightened before 
you told me about yourself,” said 
Eashwar, "Now | am not!" 
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They reached Krishnan’s house 
after ten minutes of brisk walk, and 
rang the doorbell. Krishnan’s moth- 
er peered out of the window to see 
who it was. When she saw Eash- 
war, she frowned, then opened the 
door. “What have you done, Eash- 
war?” she demanded, “Krishnan 
keeps muttering about ghosts and 
other creatures. | think I have to 
take him to the doctor... | shall re- 
port to the school principal...” 

“Amma,” the maali intervened, 
“We are so sorry for what happened 
to your boy. He saw some clothes 
hanging in my cottage and mistook 
them for strange creatures. 1 was 
with him and Eashwar had nothing 
to do with it. I have brought some 
fruits for him,” 

‘The maali placed the basket on a 
nearby table. Eashwar quiped. He 
was scared now. What was going 
to happen? 







The Maali’s Magic 


“Well,” said Krishnan’s moth- 
er, not molified at all, “I don't think 
Til allow you to see my son.” 

“Lill see him and explain to him 
myself,” said the maali gently, but 
firmly. His voice had now taken an 
almost hypnotic tone. “I wil ell him 
myself,” he intoned again 

Krishnan's mother hesitated and 
then said, “Okay... 

The maali took the opportunity 
and walked straight into the house, 
followed by Eashwar and Krishnan’s 
mother, He seemed to find his way 
to Krishnan's room easily, as if he 
had been to that house before. 

Krishnan was tossing and turning 
about in his bed, restlessly. 
“Amma!” he suddenly called out as 
if in fright, “Shhh, don’t worry, | 
am here.” It was the maali who 
spoke. Krishnan suddenly sat up in 
bed, looking thoroughly fright 
ened. The maali put a soothing 
hand on his forehead and said, 
















Relax, you saw nothing but my 
clothes hanging on the line. 

Krishnan just stared at him open: 
mouthed. The maali repeated what 
he had said before. Krishnan sighed 
and then said, “I know... I think | 
just got frightened.” He turned to 
his mother. "Mamma," he said, “I 
want a drink of water, 

As his mother went out of the 
room, the maali smiled at him and 
said, "Most of us get frightened of 
things that are actually harmless. We 
imagine we see dangerous things. 
But Krishnan, just remember... vou 
are not a popular boy in school be- 
cause you bully everybody... Just 
think... if you changed your ways, 





how many friends you would have! 
Eashwar, for instance...? 


Time to Leave 


As they walked back heme 
each immersed in his own 
thoughts, the maali suddenly 
said, “Eashwar, it's time for me 


to leave.” Eashwar did not 
know what to say. “What?’ 

L he stuttered. 
' 'Yes Eashwar,” said the 


\21 maali, "Ihave togo, To have 
my identity discovered like this is 

not good for me or my people. I 
will have to leave in a way natural to 
you humans. I'l have to tell your par 
ents that | have to go back to my 
village 

Mali,” said Eashwar. 
er knows who you are 

know that,” was the reply, "But 
J also know that she will slowly need 
to ‘un-remember’ what she saw and 
heard that day, Like I did to Krish 
nan, | will have to suggest to her that 
what she saw and heard was just a 
dream or some imagination on her 
part 

“But,” said Eashwar, “What about 
the work you are doing here, among 
us humans?” 

That,” said the maali, “Is what 
you have todo for me. You will have 
to continue my work, 





My moth: 





Next month 


How would the 
maali leave? 
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‘Answers: |, Arizona. Alaska. Kentucky State. Boston city S. Penasylvania 
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THE GREAT SCHOLARS 


(retold from an old folk tale) 


‘Story sent by: Bhavani K. Swamy, 
Std, VI SIAM, Thane 
IMustration:Piltal 








Gopal and Madan lived in avillage, 

They were both great scholars, or s0 

they thought. They hated each other 
and always quarrelled. One 





Tam more 
learned than 


Ask 
Paiste the village. They'd 


tell you lam. 


|__ conversation and spoke to them. 





‘Fn old man overheard thelr 


Stop this He'd surely 
filly quarrel. The 
‘old sage in the 
neighbouring, 
Village will help. 
you decide. 














Gopal went in first. 


















He's such an 
ass.Thinks no 
end of himself, 


‘What do you 


ina adunt) 
4 
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Madan went in next. 










‘What do you think of Gopalt 


‘Why, he's a real donkey. 
Thinks he's too wise. 








‘The sage decided to teach the two 
idiots a lesson. So - 








‘You are both wise men.1 









All right. I'l see 
youlater, 





Za 
ee 














Gopal and Madan opened the 
boxes. 





\ ‘That's what donkeys and asses 
ye aor 





















‘The scholars hung their heads in 
shame.They had learnt their lesson. 
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“We'll call the show ‘Scooby Doo, where 





wre you?" aud we'll make the dog the star 
af the show.” With these words, Scooby 


Doo way created along with the 





support of the other characters. 


Fred Silverman was 
the heud of the Daytime 













Programming for CBS tive series. The 
channel. He wanted a J show was then 
show that would lead the <j BS called “Mysteries 


Viewers into a world of ad- Five’. In the year 
venture and comedy and 1969, during aus 
approached Hanna - tumn season, it was 
Barbara the famous présenycd’ 10% Benak 
makers of cartoons. 7 4 ~ ¢ Stanton, president of the 
After a lot of discus- re top CBS managenient, 
sion; Hanne. (Bar The show was found to 
bara allocated to writers Be. inappropriate or 
Ken Spears and Joe Ruby he viewing of children as 

the duty of creating the plot, jt had too much vio~ 

the characters and major 

part of the story lines. The 
first version of this famous 
series revolved around four 
teenage investigators travel- 
ling in a van called the 
“Mystery Machine’ accom- 
punied by a Great Dane of 
no real prominence, There 
was no hint of comedy here. 















It was just a serious detec 

























lence and fright in it. So, the — other characters. 
show was rejected. 

While flying backtoLA, The first 
Silverman was listening to Scooby Doo series 
his earphones. The song was premiered at 
‘Strangers in the Night’ 10.30 am on 13th 
sung by Frank Sinatra was September 1969 
being played. The lyrics in- on CBS channel, It 
cluded the phrase ‘Scooby- was elevated to 
dooby-doo". This phrase fame from that 
created such an impression very moment. Scooby’s first television 
on Silverman special was aired in the year 1979. 
that he re- Scrappy Doo, the nephew of Scooby 

Doo was introduced as well in the year 

1979. During the eighties, combina- 

tions of Scooby and his friends were 
introduced all of which continue to 
entertain kids and grown-ups alike. 
‘Scooby Doo is even now one of the 
world’s largest running cartoons, 
Currently, in an average week, 
nearly two million viewers tune 
in to watch the Scooby-Doo se- 
ries on Cartoon Network, Fred, 
Daphne, Shaggy and Velma 
have together starred in 310 
episodes! 
That was some informa- 
tion! Now for lots of fun, we 
present the Scooby Doo quiz. Test your 
knowledge by answering 
these questions. Write 
‘ down your answers. Give 
g We'll call the show yourself S points for every 
Scooby Doo, where are fight answer. Quick, tum 


you?” and we'll make thi 
dog the star of the show.” Page 55 


And with these words,  ~ Ankita Shreeram, 
Scooby Doo was created Std. VIII, Holy 








turned back 
and announced, 






along with the support of the Angels H.S., Mumbai 





















1, What is Shaggy’s real nd 
name? 

2, What is Scooby 
Doo's full name? 
3. What type of 
dog is Scooby Doo? 
4. Where was 
Scooby Doo 
born? 

5, What is Velma's 
trademark exclama- 
tion and what does it 


Scooby’s brothers a 
cousins? 

12, What does Scooby 
Doo say when he is very 
happy? 

= AS., Std. VIN, 
Holy Angels HLS., 
Mumbai. 



























mean? 
6. What is Shaggy’s favourite I 
word? 
7. What was 
Shaggy’s first cs 
toy? | 
8, What pro- | 


fession did Fred 


take up after {009 - Koop £9003 "21 


leaving the ‘00a S00 
show? pur vog Asdooum “sq 
£0025 pII69 Su18N09 “00H, 

9. From Apmowt paie> s941099 ¥ "11 
Shere ata tke Aquomsieys ‘01 
an 

gang get the fue ogi 40) avout oy 





money to set up poieuop sa4iey 8 2uydea 6 





their investi Wfonou Kiaishw Vg 
tion club "Mys- yun jesodsyp aise ¥ ° 
bag ani eon ¢ pony sme 
10. Who is Yew SuEow YY SHAUN S 
Shaggy’ ie) Gddnd weg “p 
uncle? surg 1319 VE 
104 1390095 °¢ 

11, What are 


the names of 





R. VISHAL, std.vill, 
Jawahar Vidyalaya 
H.S.S., Chennai 
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Std. Ill, HALL. 

Public School, 
Bangalore 
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MOOLYA, 
Std. Ill 
Nalanda Vidya Niketan, 
Vijayawada 
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Title Given 


Corresponding Answers 





1. Curling Up For Protection 


2, The Great Indian Scientist 


3. The Olympic Games 


4, Hairy Faces 


5. The Other 





a i 
6.1n Indian History. : 
7. Medical Invention : 
8. Little Country In'The Mountains = 


Armadillo (three - banded) 

Dr. Jagdish Chandra Bose 
Blue, Yellow, Black, Green, Red. 
Roald Dahl 





Great bear (or) Big dipper 
(Chandragupta Maurya and Chanakya, 
x 





Switzerland 





CONGRATS! 
Each of these lucky winners receives a set of books worth Rs.200/- from 
M/s Higginbothams Private Limited, Chennai. 


1. Dhriti G. Raj, Bangalore 

2. B. Vijeeta, Mumbai 

3.R, Padmini, Anupuram, TN 

4, K. Goutham, Cuddalore 

5.C. Sathyanarayanan, Pondicherry 
6. Vinita Sonny Abraham, New Delhi 
7. Karthik Rathnam, Chennai 

8. P, Uthara Priyadharshini, Thane 

9, S. Pratheeksha, Chennai 

10. Aiswarya Srinivasan, Bangalore 


11, Munir Contractor, Ahmedabad 

12. Nigilya Mani, Secunderabad 

13. Abhishek Rao, Mumbai 

14. Iswarya Srinivasan, USA 

15, A. Arun, New Delhi 

16. B.A. Nikhila, Bangalore 

17. Maya Krishnamurthy, Bhubaneswar 
18. B. Vaishali, Mumbai 

19. N.G. Vijaya Gopal, Hyderabad 

20. Nikhita Ravindra, Bangalore 
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Trees are the most efficient, 
silent, stationary and effective 
pumps in the world. A medium 
sized tree can raise a few 

| hundreds of litres of water every 
day! Even a sapling just as tall 
‘as a man, can lift enough water 
to fil the petrol tank of a car! 

A man-made suction pump 
can raise water only upto 33 feat 
Beyond that height, the weight 
of the water column balances the 
atmospheric pressure and the 
column breaks, But a tree can lift 
water to ten times this height 
without any dificult whatsoever. 


The sun powers the tree's 
pump. As the molecules of water 
evaporate from the leaves, fresh 
‘ones move up the sapwood to 
take their place - through a 
continous process known as 
osmosis. The tubes through 
which the water moves upward 
are so tiny that they act like the 
pores on a blotting paper and not 
the tubes in pumps, thus 
‘overcoming the height limit of 33 
feet of a vacuum pump. 

- Visalakshmi Ramani, | 
imbatore | 
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Name : Bidhi Samantray 

Age: 10 

Address: Qrno v/t-6, 
‘QUAT colony, Unit - 8, 
Bhubaneswar -3 
Orissa 

Hobbies : Reading 


books, collecting stamps and coins. 


Name : A. Sonali 
Age: 15 
Adress : E 2/2, Unit 4,0id settie- 
ment, Kharagpur, (West Bengal) 
Hobbies ; Dancing and listering to 
music 


Nome : R. Vineela 

Age: 13 

‘Address :Doar no: 6 - 5-521 
‘Andhra Bank colony, 

‘Anantapur -515 004. 

Hobbies : Reading G.K books and 
commis, playing basket bail, reading 
Gokulam, watching T.V., making 
friends ond collecting stamps. 


Name : R. Alagappan 

Age: 14 

Address : 174/1, Golden Jubilee 
flats, Pacikuppon Road, Anna Nagar 
West, Chennai - 600 040, 

Hobbies : Singing, playing the key 
board and guitar. reading books, cy- 
cling. playing games on the computer. 
collecting stamps and coins, drawing. 


GLOBE 
TROTTING! 





Painting and: 





Nome : Sanjaya De Silva 
Age: 17 
‘Address: No. 150/13/1, 
Mullegama. Homogoma, Sti Lanka. 
Hobbies : Reading, listening to 
music and watching LV. 


Nome : G.Madhu Mitha 

Age: 11 

Address : No. 24A, Ellathamman 
Nagar, IAF Road. (friends colony), 
‘Avadi, Muthopudupet. Chennal - 600 
055 

Hobbies = Drawing. making 
penpals, watching TV. reading stories, 
‘and playing volley ball. 


Nome : E. Neelokandan 

Age: 12 

Address : 5/A, Lakshmikanthan 
Street, Pondy bazzar, Chennai - 600 
017, 

Hobbies : Playing cricket, reading 
books and playing videogames, 


Nome: K.Kannan 


Age: 13 


‘Address : 8-7/504, Saket Complex. 
Thane (w) Majiwada - 400 601, 

Hobbies : Cycling, watching 
ticket, playing games on the com- 
puter and reading books, 


Nome : Monica Stephina 

Age: 11 

Address : 123,2nd Cross, 
Jokkasandra block, Koramangala, 
Bangalore - 560 034 

Hobbies ; Playing hockey, reading, 
creative witing, art and making new 
friends. 


Name : Swathi, B 
Age: 13 
Address 





"SHAKTHI', #545, 11th 





Cross, ath Main, stage, W.0.C. Road, 
Bangalore - 660 086 


sero 


SUDDING CHEF 


Ingredients 
2 cups sugar 

Yecup water 

Vacup white com syrup 

1 egg white stiffly beaten 
| teaspoon vanilla essence 
Yacup broken nuts 


SI 










pinch of salt and 
food colouring (op- 
tional) 
Method: 
Beat the egg 
white in a large 


MPLY DIVINE! 


Hobbles : Reading Gokulam, 
drawing and painting, making pen 
friends, 


Nome : C. Hariharan 

Age: 10 

Address: 456, Karpaga Nagar 14th 
st., K Pudur, Madurai - 625 007. 

Hobbles : Reading books, playing 
chess, listening to music, playing on the 
guitar and keyboard and playing 
computer games, 


Name | Malini Thangaro} 

Age: 14 

Address : 759, Jalan Rasah 
Pandamaran, 42000, Port Klang. 
Selangor D.E., Malaysia, 

Hobbies ; Reading books, lstening 
to music ond Internet surfing. 





bowl and keep aside, Ina saucepan, boil 
the sugar, water and corn syrup, stir- 
ring gently, The mixture is done if it 
forms a soft ball when a tablespoonful 
is dropped into cold water. When the 
mixture is set, pour it over the beaten 
egg white, beating continuously, Add 
Vanilla essence, nuts, a pinch of salt and 
1 few drops of red or green 
food colouring if desired. 
Beat this mixture until it 
is almost hard, then drop by the 
teaspoonful onto waxed paper, to make 
pieces of this simply divine ‘sweet 
corn balls"! 








- Archana Kujur, 
Std IX, Meghmala Roy Educa- 
tion Centre, Behala, Kolkata, 
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Characters : 
Pappu (the paper) 
Rajesh (student) 
Kaalu (the black board) 
Children (other students) 
Mrs. Kiran (class teacher) 
Chimpu (the chalk) 


PAPER IS 


KF » 


eC 


y) 


ww 


portance. | am really sor- 
ry for you 

(Pappu falls wearily 
‘on the floor and -) 

Pappu : Its really not 
their fault Kaalu, They are 
children. It is the elders 
‘ho must teach them, 

Kaalu : If only they knew how pre- 
cious and useful you are to this world, 

(Rajesh continues to pull off pieces 
of paper and runs back to his place 
when Mrs, Kiran walks in.) 


PRECIOUS 


(a one-act play to enact in your classroom) 


Costumes suggested : 

Pappu : News paper/paper pinned 
all around 

Kaalu : Can be dressed in black 
from head to toe and must be stationed 
in one place. 

Chimpu : Wearing a garland and 
crown made of chatk by stringing piee- 
es of chalk together, standing near 
Kaalu, 


Pappu : Rajesh, 
please do not 
tear me. 

(Rajesh tears 
pieces of paper 
pulling them 
off Pappu.) 

Kaalu 
(sighing) Pappu, No use tell- 
ing these children. They 
don’t realise your im- 









Mes. Kiran : (angrily) What's all 
this? Who threw these bits of paper 
hese? Come on tell me 

(Mrs, Kiran begins to pick up the 
pieces of paper on the floor) 

Children : (shouting together) 
Rajesh miss! It was Rajesh 

Mrs. Kiran : Is that true Rajesh? 
ne along! Come here! 

(Rajesh walks up to Mrs, Kiran.) 

Mrs. Kiran: 
Rajesh, paper 
the most pre- 
cious thing in 
the world, It is 
also very useful 
for storing know! 

edge... 

Rajesh : But my father 
has a computer. He stores 
all the knowledge in itor 
ina floppy. 





rs 











MA Mrs. Kiran: 

pri Yes, I under- 

stand that’s very 

true. But, most of the 

time, you need paper to get print out, 

don’t you? Pick up these pieces of pa- 

per dear and I shall talk to you all about 
our environment. 

Rajesh : What does envi...environ 
environment mean? 

Mrs, Kiran : It's the place around 
1s -ourhomes, the sol, ait, wat 
plants... We must 
ourenvironment clean, 

Rajesh : What can 
we do to keep it clean’? 
Will you please teach 
us? 

Mrs, Kiran: What 



















you did just now has made our elass- 
room dirty. Hasn't it, Rajesh? We spoil 
the soil around us by throwing p 
chemicals and other things that make 
our soil poisonous, killing plants and 
trees. Water around us also gets pol- 
luted. Can anyone tell me how? 

Child 1 : Oil leaks and throwing of 
garbage?” 

‘Mrs. Kiran : That's right, Wastage 
from industries also pollutes water. 

Child 2 : Does smoke from facto- 
ries pollute air, miss? 

Mrs. Kiran : Certainly. t's not only 












ws 


smoke from the factories, but also 
smoke from vehicles and diwali crack- 
ers, 

Pappu : (slowly getting up) Diwali 
is the worst time of the year for me. 
‘Oh! How I dread did! How much I suf- 
fer. 

Chimpu : What are you talking 
about? They burst only crackers dur- 
ing diwali, don’t they? 

Pappu : True, true, 
but the crackers are 
wrapped in me, 1 


will you 
Please teachus? 












jum along with the crackers you sce. 

Chimpu : (wiping away the tears 
in his eyes) Poor you! 

Mrs. Kiran = (helping pappu to sit 
down) Rajesh, do you like trees? 

Rajesh : Yes miss. | love climbing 
‘on them. [also enjoy reading a book, 
sitting under a shady tree... 

Mrs. Kiran : Trees give us oxygen 
Rajesh. Oxygen that we breathe 

Child 3 : Trees also help to get more 
rainfall. I read about that in a book. 











to tell you all another important thing 
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SHAKE ‘N’ SHIVER JOKER 


Write a special message and gift 
this joker to your friend. 

You will need : a sheet of white card 
paper, spring of any broken ball-pen, 
plastic lid of a bottle, glue and colours 

Method : Draw a jokers face-and 
his waving arm on the sheet of white 
rd paper, Colour the face and arms 
you like 
Stretch the spring of the pen so that 
it becomes a little loose. 

Cut out the joker’s face and paste it 
on one end of the spring. (You can 
use cello tape.) 

‘Cover the plastic lid with white 
per: Make a small hole in the centre of 
the lid and push the other end of the 
spring into it 

Write the message on the lid and gift 
the joker to your friend 
- A.S.Sreeyesh, Std VI, Holy family 

Convent School, Vasai (W) 

































Paper is made from trees. Look at Pa- 
ppu. (Mrs. Kiran walks up to Pappu) 
Do you know where he came from? 
From a tree in some part of the world. 

Children : Wow! 

Mrs, Kiran ¢ Paper is an important 
sift of Nature to man, We have no right 
{o misuse or waste what nature provides 
tus. We must use paper carefully and 
consciously. 

Rajesh : How can we do that Mrs. 
Kiran? 

Mrs. Kiran : We should use both 
sides of « paper when we write, We can 
reuse paper by making paper bags. We 














can also make many useful things us 
ing ‘paper - mache.’ 
Rajesh What is that miss Kiran? 





‘Mrs, Kiran : We take long strips of 
used paper, souk them in water and 
grind the soaked paper into a paste 
With this paste we ean make litle things 
for ourselves - pen stands, flower vas- 
wall hangings and soon, Moulds can 
be used over which the paper paste is 
pasted. This can then be allowed to dry 
inthe sun and the mould removed from 
the model. We shall all make ps 
mache models in tomorrow's class. 

Children : Yeah! Yeah! 

(Rajesh walks up to Pappu and 
shakes hands, Pappu gives Rajesh a 
Iuig.) 

Kaalu : Aren't you happy now Pa- 
ppu? Three cheers to Pappu. Hip, Hip, 
Hurray! 

Children : Hip, Hip, Hurray! 

(curtains) 
Based on a story sent by 

-Kanthalakshmi Chandramouli, 

Chennai 
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School Slot 


January 25, 2003 -it was cold 
and breezy evening - the most 
memorable day for every 
member of our school’s 
astronomy club. 

Our principal explained to us, 
the construction of the 8 
telescope through which we were 
to view the planets - that’s what w 
had assembled for! Fortunately for 
us, the sky was clear. 

The first student who gazed through 
the telescope almost screamed with joy. 
She had actually spotted the 
SATURN! There was so much 
‘excitement with each one of us waiting 
eagerly for our turn, It was the most 
beautiful sight. The planet looked very 
tiny with beautiful rings around it. We 
also spotted one of its satellites! 

By the time we had finished with 











Saturn, it was time to see Jupiter. It was 
indeed a peculiar planet. It looked similar 
tothe moon, except for two parallel lines 
onits surface. Some of us even spotted 
belt around the planet. Below the planet 
‘were four of its satellites neatly aligned. 


Atter dinner and a couple of hours 
of sleep, we were woken up at 4,00 am 
to see the Moon and Venus. Clad in 
‘sweaters, mutflers and monkey caps, we 
quickly assembled in the terrace. The 
Clouds did pose a problem now, but not 
quite enough to ruin our excitement. 
Infact we were able to see three craters 
on the moon's surface! 

We then gazed at Venus, the brightest 
of all planets. It very much resembled 
the sun at the horizon. 

‘We were lucky that Jupiter had not 


x 





Ye set. We had another 
peep and this time got to see 
three moons above the planet. 

Before we dispersed, our Principal 
‘gave us yet another piece of good news. 
He told us that in May, Mars will be 
closest to Earth in 400 years. He would 
try to organise for us to view itthen, How 
thrilling! 

+S. Vidya, Std. XI, Jaigopal 
Garodia Vivekananda Vidyalaya, 
Anna Nagar, Chennai. 











Dear children, 

Do let us know what's happening in 
your school. Share with us classroom 
experiences, little incidents and 
events (with photos, if possible) that 
took place within your schoo! campus. 

Please do give details - your name, 
age, class, name and address of 
school, residential address and a 
declaration that your contribution is 
based on a true incident. Good luck! 

- Editor 
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4 journey that started in October 
2002 - what a journey it has been! 
As we look back, we wonder how 
and with what audacity we went 
ahead with this programme, With 
neither the experience nor the 





expertise to fall back on, we did dare 
t0 venture. 
the energy, the enthusiasm and the 
desire to conduct a quiz of a 
A maiden journey is finally over, different kind ~ a quiz of learning 
The Gokulam - BSA Quiz Time and fun; a quiz for students and 
Contest had its curtain call, for this teachers; a quiz that would be 
academic year, on January 21,2003; remembered long after it was 


yer 





‘ain ath 2 What we had in us was 
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= winners 





VANA VAN 
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From the desks of the student 


reporters : 


Winners 


| 


‘The riddles round was a very inter~ 
esting and innovative round. The rid- 
dles sounded very simple but the an- 


BR st. soHN's 


Kamana Prakash, Std, VILL, Vana 




















Vani Matri 

The excitement was on. The ques- 
tions were easy. The very first round 
‘vas thrilling. We knew the programme 
‘was going to be great! 

We were very surprised to hear a 
piece from the film ‘Kabhi Kushi Kab- 
hi Gam!" being played in 
the audio round, 

The teuchers were simply 
amazing when they exhibit- 
ced their talents! 

The risk of losing points 
(due to negative marking) held 
the teams at bay in the round 
called “first person up’. The par- 
ticipants were very cautious! 


VANA VANI 





swers were difficult! 

‘There was audience participation 
throughout the programme. Children 
who answered correctly walked away 
proudly with caps. At the end of the 
programme too, a few questions were 
asked, Everyone was eager to answer 
and receive a cap! 

The rapid fire round came as a grand 
finale.*Yes’ or ‘No’, that's what you 
had to say. Total concentration pre- 
vailed. Tension filled the 
air, It was the ultimate, 











‘ur of events’ round, 

We enjoyed this 
quiz more than any 
other quiz ever con- 
ducted in our school 
We thank you 
Gokulam for con. 
ducting the quiz. in 
_3 our school 


* We thank the organisers... 


Lydia James George, Std.VII, 
St. John’s English School and 
Junior College 


The auditorium was filled with 
excitement and anxiety as the organisers 
geared up for the show. 

‘The participating teams hada variety 
‘of options to choose from, in the very 
first round. We were amazed to find 
them answering all the questions 
without a break, 

The audio round got everyone 
dancing and singing. The music 
included a Sri Lankan Baila and a piece 
from Vengaboys. 

Tt was during this programme that 
we students realised that apart from 
teaching, our teachers could also act! 
‘The auditorium was filled with laughter 
when our teachers acted out humorous 
sentences, 

There was only one round with 
negative marking, Instead of buzzers, 
the novel idea of the ‘first person to 
stand up" was put to practice! 

Tension and nervousness prevailed 
in the final round. Very many obvious 
answers went wrong because of this. 
*No’s became *Yes'es and “Yes’es, 
‘No's 

‘The audience too benefited from the 
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quiz. When the teams failed to answer, 
the audience got a chance to, and caps 
were given on the spot. The person 
distributing the caps amongst the 
‘audience looked tired at the end of it! 

‘We felt bad when the contest came 
to an end. Alas! All good things do 
come in small doses, But, let me tell 
you, “This was the day when each and 
every child realised that quiz 
programmes could be a lot of fun too.” 


A note from the 
sponsors. 
Gokulam conduct- 
ed quiz.contests forthe 
students of classes VI, 
Vil and VII in welve 
m leading schools of 
Chennai. It was a great 
effort on the part of the 
Gokulam team to have organised this 
wonderful programme. The pro- 
gramme created a great impact on the 
students and invoked very good re- 
sponse from them, 

We at TI Cycles of India (makers of 
BSA and Hercules brands of cycles) 
take great pride in having sponsored 
this successful event, 

~ V.Vijainath Raja, 
Merchandising officer, 
TI Cycles of India. 





A Letter to Cherish... 

Respected Sir, 

Gokulam members came to our 
school and conducted a quiz. pro- 
gramme, It was fantastic. Unlike any 
other quiz programme where the par- 
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ticipants get tense, this quiz was en- 
joyable and a lot of fun. Thanks to all 

the organisers. 
= Harshini, Std. VIL, St. John’s 
School and Junior College. 





From a well-wisher... 
{read all about the quiz programmes 
you are conducting and I think that you 
ee doing a wonderful job. Please keep 
Up the good work. 
Your magazine has a lot of readers 
like us, overseas. I hope Gokulam 
can organise something for 
readers in Penang. 
= Rani Sumathi 
Penang, Malaysia 





WE THANK YOU... 
Dear children, for your bound- 
less enthusiasm and high spirits. We 
thank each and everyone of you, par- 
ticipants and audience. We still carry 
your smiles and warm feelings 
with us... 


Dear teach- 
ers, for your ab- 
solute and com- 
plete cooperation 
and participa 
tion. We thank 
you for your 
support and 
involvement, We 
still carry your sug- 
gestions and words of 
encouragement 
with us. 


‘The schools, for 


your meticulous organisation. We 
thank the principal and the faculty of 
administrative, teaching and non- 
teaching staff. We still carry with us 
fond memories of our visit to your 
school 


‘The sponsors, for your unflinching 
support and backup. We thank you for 
everything, We still carry with us hopes 
of joining hands with you in the com- 
ing years 


Our dear Gokulam read- 

EW ers, for your feed back, We 

thank you and we 

4 shall bring to you a 

booklet of questions 

and answers of the 

Gokulam - BSA Quiz 

Time contests, absolute- 

ly free along with the 

May 2003 issue of your 
favourite magazine... 






Arthe end of itall, we 
realise that there has 
‘been a tremendous sense 
of learning and an ex- 
panding of horizons for 
us, the organisers. We 
have come a long, long 
way evolving, changing, 
adapting and emerging 

better, wiser and stronger 

with cach programme, @ 


Photos: Venkatesh 
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(Vana Vani) 


* Peacock dancing in the rain 
{St John's) 
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Amidst his extremely 
busy schedule, 
Mr, P. Chidambaram 
took time off to 
answer the 
thought - pro- 
voking ques- 
tions received 
from our young 
readers. We 
were deeply 
touched to see 
each of these 
answers hand - 
written, clearly, 
neatly and legibly, 
with a lot of 
patience. An 
example set for 
every child to fol- 
low... 

We thank 
Mr. Chidambaram 
profusely and 
reproduce here 
two such 
answers in his 
own handwriting... 


© B. Ravipriya, Hosur 
What is your advise to today’s 
younger generation? 





Dream be Mork & retype yur krtams 
Voie drwame sn the nabion'n drvame Shera million 
dren Are veahizen, Aden wll Seome © 
Slime nation 
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© S, Sathyakanth, Nidamangal: 
May I know your friend, philo 
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narnia 

Dethi 

Sir, when 
will India be- 
come the richest 
country in the 
world? 

We are a rich 
country. We are rich in resources, in 
history, in the arts, in culture. If you 
have in mind income-prosperity, we 
can aim to be a middle -in- 
come country in the next 20 
+ 25 years. But this requires 
a vision, hard work, social 
harmony and good gover- 
nance, 
© Vineet D. Kamat, 

Mumbai 

We have every thing. 
But why are we still called a “devel- 
oping’ nation? What will you 
sugigest to reetify this? 

We must aim high. We must aim 
for high growth. We must adopt poli- 
cies which are forward looking 
‘and pragmatic, The laws of econom- 
ies are not different for India 
Above all, we must have good gov- 
ernance, 




















© ¥. Shanmugasivanantham, 

Madurai 
How can we make India a su- 
me country in the world? 

I want India to be poverty - free. 
We must get rid of the scourge of pov- 
erty which has been a stigma for 
nearly 5000 years. We must live in 
peace with our neighbours and with 
‘other countries of the world, What do 
you mean by supremacy? Do you 
have in mind becoming a 
super - power? 

© Subhajit D 

Chattisgarh, 

What were the good 
things that you wanted to 
do for our country as Fie 
nance Minister but wer 
unable to do? 

I wanted to open up more sectors 
of the economy, but because of the 
short tenure I was able to succeed 
only partially. 1 also 
wanted to begin 
downsizing the central 
government, taking the 
advice of the Fifth Pay 
Commission, but the 
government fell. 
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© R. Thomas Murphy, 

‘Trichy 
Why do good people of- 
ten lose the election battle? My 
grandpa says that politics is a 
muddle, Do you agree? 

Politics is a difficult battleground. 
Not many good people will venture 
into it and, even if they do, not many 
can succeed, Besides, in recent years, 
criminals have entered polities. When 
you vote, you should vote for the 
good and honest candidates. If more 
good candidates suceced in politics, 
more stich people will enter politics 

© Nudi Shree, Mysore 

Do you think imposing income 
tax for each and every agriculturist 
is the right thing to do? 

Most farmers do not have an 
come of a level which in amenable 
to income tax. Most are sub- 
sistence farmers, We should 
however examine the ques- 
tion of bringing into the tax 
net the very rich farmers who 
have large agricultural and 
non - agricultural incomes. 

© C. Hariharan, 

Madurai 

How can we stop the 
‘Brain Drain’ from our 
country in order to pave way for the 
upliftment of our country 
and to help students like 
us in future? 

If we can create condi- 
tions at home where every 
{qualified Indian will have 
job and opportunities for 
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growth, and excellence will be re- 
warded, most Indians will be happy 
to live and work in India, Some Indi- 
ans will migrate, but that cannot be 
avoided in an increasingly globalized 
economy. 





Bharath Kumar, Takkolam 
Though the government has 
steps to 

people do continue to smoke in 
public places. As a 
lawyer, how would 
you overcome this 
problem? 

You cannot legislate 
on the morals of the 
people, and hope that 
all will be well, There 
must be a sustained 
campaign against smoking, Such 
campaigns have achieved notable 

successes in many coun- 
tries, 

© TS, Swathi, 

Bangalore 

Fam told that the 
black money prevailing 
in our country is ham= 
pering our economy 
How far you 
successful in curbing 
this menace as a Fix 
nance Minister? 

Voluntary disclosure scheme 
(VDIS) was a resounding success. It 
had to be followed up by stern mea- 
sures against tax evaders and further 
simplification of the tax administra 
tion, My government fell in March 
1998, and the next government did 





taken ban smoking, 
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not follow up on the success of VDIS. 
© 1, Shailaja, Madurai 

How to make ludia a debitess 
muniry? 

There is no shame in borrowing. 
In fact, debis are a measure of the 
credit - worthiness of the country. The 
real issue is how are the borrowed 
monies used by the government. 

© Sharon Stanley, Kanchi 

What da you think is the greatest 
shveat vo India? 

It is internal strife. The Romans 
called jt “stassis”, A nation that 
not hold its citizens together, bind 











them under one nationhood and en- 

sure social harmony will break up. 
The erstwhile nation of Yugoslavia 
(remember Joseph Tito?) is an ex- 
ample. It has since broken into five 
republics. 

© N. Mohanapriya, Minjur 

Can students participate in poli- 
ties? What is your advise? 

You must be aware of political 
issues. Every citizen must keep him- 
self or herself abreast of politica 
developments. Whether you want to 
take an aetive part in politics will 
depend on your temperament, your 

family and your economic situation. 

If these factors are favourable, you 
{| should join a political party at a 

suitable stage of your life 

© G, Gayathri, Madurai 

Today's terrorists were 
sesteriday’s students. What kind 

words, deeds and thonjhts 

ean prevent them from terrorism? 

‘Terrorism is a by product of other 
social and economic evils. No one is 
born a terrorist. Ifa person feels that 

he is persecuted and if he loses all 
hope, if his cry for justice goes 
unheeded, is there any surprise that 
he will take to the path of violence? 
Barring a few megalomaniacs like 
Osama Bin Laden, all others are first 
victims, and then they turn into 


oppressors and terrorists, We should 
create conditions of equality, equal 
opportunity and justice for all 
sections of the people. 


Co-ordinator : Priyan Srinivasan 
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anjanimat welfare 
|) gnetivistiand’ian 
environfnenitallst..//a 


MANEKA 
GANDHI 


answers your questions in the May 2003 issue 
A SUBJECT THAT ALL CHILDREN MUST BE AWARE 





Send in your questions relating to 


ANIMAL WELFARE & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 





Star Rendezvous 
Clo Gokulam 
Kalki Buildings, 47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097 


Last date : 22.03.2003 @ Only one question allowed 
@ Write only on a postcard @ Mention details of your name, age, class 
and school. Also give your residential address. 
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1. Find the metals hidden in these 
sentences. 

(i) A bee’s sting is very painful 

(ii) The cop persuaded the innocent 
thief that he would soon be released. 

(ili) The strong old ship was built in 
the year 1959. 

(iv) The fastest eel was proud of 
itself to have won the race. 

(¥) Nick, Ellora and 
Peter went to the 200 
yesterday. 

(vi) Jacob altered his 
architecture. 

- PAR. Sinduja, Std. VI, National 

Public School, Bangalore. 





IL, Here are six squares with a six 
etter word in each, They are all 





















































jumbled up. Try re-arranging them, 
‘The clues will help. 

T[J]S] {V[E[S] (S/E]U) 

E/R/E|[I/R/L| RCE, 

() clown Wa metal (i) save from 

danger 

HUY] M] [P[S[M) (RL) A) 

AJE/M |A/L[A) (CEL 

(w) destruction (V) Fourth state (vi) to recollect 
tater 

IIL. RIDDLES AND GIGGLES 


1. Why is the moon hungry? 
2. What wobbles when it flies? 
3. Where do spooks buy their 





stamps? 


4, What do you call a creature with 
7 eyes, 3 noses, 4 ears and 5 mouths? 
5, Why did the man put the radio in 

the oven? 
- Mafrooha Noohu, Std. VII, 
Crescent Schools International, 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, 





IV. Find the missing figure 
comparing with the other rows. 
Select the correct figure from the 
numbered options. 
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Options: 1. (4) 2. ay, 





6 





= Neeraj S. Kallimani, 
Std, IX, St. Paul’s HS, 
Belgaum, 


V. Can you? 
1) Can you make two squares and 
fours right angled triangles using only 
aight lines? 
) Can you match the invention with 
its place of invention 
1. Shadow clock 





«a, Mesopotamia 
(middle east) 


2. Wheel b. China 


ce. India 

d. Egypt 
= S. Sadhwi, Std.VU 
Sardar Patel High School, 
Bangalore. 


3. Paper 
4, Zero 





Vi a) Who are they? 

Two brothers, twins, live on 
opposite sides of a road, They see 
everything around them but they never 
see each other, Who are they? 

b) When can you? 


When can you travel as fast as a 





racing ca 





-M. Vinodh, 
Sankarankovil 
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NO EXCUSES PLEASE! 


Dect Wed. 


What can be more disgraceful than Shane 
Warne being withdrawn from the Australian 
squad? 

‘The excuses he gav 

“1 am shocked by the allegations” he says. “t 
would not knowingly take 4 substance which 
contained any form of a performance enhancing 
drug. I 100k a fluid reduction tablet, which ¥ did 
not know contained a prohibited substance.” 

‘An experienced sportsman like Shane Warne 
should not give excuses. 

May be his ‘B’ sample tested pp—=> 
in Australia will yielda negative 
result and perhaps he may even 
return to his team. 

Yet, the excuse he gave is 
unpardonable, He ought to 
know beter. Before taking any 
medicine he should have 
consulted the team doctor: 
that matter, he could have had 
the best medical advice available in Australia, All 
that he had to do was ask for it, He didn’t do it 
But he chooses to put on a mask of innocence 


























Many atime we fail, Let us take it in our stride 
and.act gracefully, Whether losing a game, failing 
in an exam, not doing one's duty or just plain 
mischief at home, let us be really sportive and not 
give excuses 

Failure can be accepted; but giving excuses 
cannot be tolerated. The worst thing that anyone 
can do is to give excuses for his failures. 
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SPOT THE FIVE DIFFERENCES 
Z ail 
3 = 35 = 
& 


FIND THE 
ODD ONE OUT 
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